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Who We Ar!

Roots to Fruits offers 
practical education and 
encouragement for individuals 
who wish to grow fruit trees in 
the diverse San Francisco 
microclimates.

We are eager to spread 
knowledge about enhancing 
urban biodiversity, attracting 
wildlife and pollinators and 
raising rare species of juicy, 
sweet fruits that will thrive in 
our unique urban environment.

Roots to Fruits 
strengthens the core of our 
food and farm culture by 
offering tastings, community 
events and an exciting new 
digital mapping service.

We are celebrating our 
shared passion of fruit by 
launching a 3-part series of 
dynamic tasting fairs that 
honor all fruit lovers-
from the backyard farmers to 
foodies to kids of all ages.~

Branching Out: New Enterprise Asks
“What Fruit Can YOU Grow in San Francisco?!

Plum Full of Family Fun
Roots to Fruits Celebrates A Day of Tasting Delicious Fruits

The time has never been more ripe to grow sweet, local and 
even rare, heirloom fruit! 

The new county-wide zoning ordinance, supported by the San 
Francisco Urban Agriculture Alliance (SFUAA), allows for the 
selling of backyard produce and value-added goods to 
individuals as well as to restaurants. Signed by Mayor Ed Lee 
on April 21 of this year,  it puts San Francisco on the cutting 
edge of the urban agriculture movement. “We have better 
access than ever before to create abundance and build 
opportunities within our local food system,” said Booka Alon, 

Fruit and nut trees bring a flurry of benefits  
to the community- attracting honeybees; 
providing wood, shelter and shade; offering 
insect and wildlife habitat; creating 
nutritious calories; and even advantages not 
always visible,  like root structure to help 

prevent erosion on our many Bay Area hillsides.

Roots to Fruits is a chance for San Francisco residents 
to glean inspired and practical ways to thrive in the face of our 
modern environmental and economic challenges. ~

photo by Booka Alo!

Roots to Fruits: a Celebration of Fruit & Nut Trees, launches with first event July 23.

What  Roots to Fruits Presents, A Kickoff Party- 

  Tasting Our Shared Fruiture

Where  The School Farm at School of the Arts (SOTA)

  555 Portola Drive. Click here for Map.

When   Saturday, July 23

Time  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Highlights  Special Keynote Speaker: Pam Peirce, Author 

  of Golden Gate Gardening, Plus Tasting 

  Orchard, Pies, Contests, Outdoor Kitchen & 

  Backyard Showcase Garden.

Web  roots-to-fruits.com

NEW ORDINANCE BRINGS POLITICAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

http://maps.google.com/maps/place?ftid=0x808f7de0d8c41699:0xa11d1e8343a92a1e&q=555+portola+drive&hl=en&gl=us&sll=37.745492,-122.451386&sspn=0.006295,0.006295&ie=UTF8&ll=37.750477,-122.462583&spn=0,0&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?ftid=0x808f7de0d8c41699:0xa11d1e8343a92a1e&q=555+portola+drive&hl=en&gl=us&sll=37.745492,-122.451386&sspn=0.006295,0.006295&ie=UTF8&ll=37.750477,-122.462583&spn=0,0&t=h&z=16
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THE GIVING TREE

Fruit trees are the cornerstones of 

small urban farms and residential 

backyards. “Come learn how 

understanding microclimates will 

help you to have a productive 

and beautiful San Francisco 

garden,”  said keynote speaker 

Pam Peirce. Peirce is the author 

of bestselling book Golden Gate 

Gardening, a regional food 

gardening book considered 

widely to be the go-to guide for 

Bay Area gardeners.

JUICY FRUITS

Juicy, fresh, nutritious fruit can 

be our sweet reward. Roots to 

Fruits plans to add several 

hundred fruit trees in the County 

of San Francisco in its inaugural 

year, providing free education on 

grafting, dwarfing, pruning and 

appropriate fertilization strategies 

to achieve healthy, fruit-bearing 

trees in every microclimate. 

Relat ionships between the 

gardener and their trees benefit 

directly from knowledge.

At the July  23 kickoff event, 

individuals and families can taste 

a variety of fruits in order to 

make informed choices. Patrons 

may pre-order fruit trees of their 

summer favorites. 

The fruit trees ordered this July 

will arrive January 2012, and will 

be distributed at the third event in 

the Roots to Fruits Series.

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

The July event will center around 

a special Tasting Orchard, 

showcasing the best-performing   

fruit trees from local, organic 

farms. 

 

Besides the day’s main event, A 

Tasting Orchard, Roots to 

Fruits will also feature a 

Backyard Showcase Garden, 

sponsored by The Urban Farmer 

Store. (urbanfarmerstore.com).

This garden, planted in similar 

dimensions to an average San 

Francisco yard, will demonstrate 

sustainable solutions in soil-

building, waterwise planting, 

water reuse and harvesting, 

chicken raising, beekeeping and 

other techniques that will 

transform your backyard.

In addition, event organizers are 

planning Best Backyard Fruit 

Contests, DIY screen-printing, a 

Carmen Miranda Look-Alike 

Competition, Pie-Eating Contest,  

garden prizes, a honeybee 

observation hive and bicycle-

powered fruit smoothies.

Fresh, warm fruit tarts and pies 

from the outdoor kitchen will be 

a focal point of the event, 

complimented by  bread-making,  

canning and jamming demos.

EVERYBODY MUST GET...

An appreciation for fruit spans 

all cultures. Fruit has the power 

to strengthen communities and 

build special relationships.  

“Perhaps you have a child who 

likes to climb trees, and he or she 

would like to help harvest your 

neighbor’s pear tree,” Alon said.

“Perhaps you like to bake or to 

jam, and you want to share this 

skill with others. All of this 

becomes possible when you have 

food at your fingertips.”

“The more fruit trees we have, 

the more people can feed 

t h e m s e l v e s , ” s a i d J o h n 

Valenzuela, the chairperson of 

the Golden Gate chapter of the 

California Rare Fruit Growers 

(CRFG).

  

PLUM CRAZY

Ever thought you could have a 

fruit cocktail tree? With grafting, 

this becomes possible. “Grafting 

is a great way to increase variety 

and production in tightly 

congested urban spaces,”  Tara 

Hui said. “It’s very easy to make 

a graft,” she continued. “Once 

you get some practice, you can 

graft multiple varieties onto the 

same tree.”
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Our Co-Founders

BOOKA  ALON

Passionate food justice 
advocate, Booka played 
a key role in Slow Food 

Nation in 08. She is engaged at 
Hayes Valley Farm  as an event 
producer and lead fundraiser, and  
teaches regular Kitchen Garden 
Workshops at  the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center.

TARA  HUI

Longt ime backyard 
farmer and eco"activist, 
Tara launched the newly 

formed Guerilla Grafters and co"
founded the Bay Area Community 
Exchange Time Bank. She is also 
part of Greywater Action, which 
provides education on sustainable 
water use.

TORI JACOBS

Tori is Co"Founder and 
Program Coordinator of 
The Ecology Center of 

San Francisco #eco"sf$. She raises 
100 laying hens, and sells her eggs 
to members of her "egg clutch" a 
loca l , community " supported 

‘eggriculture’ program. 

Set It In Stone!

 The Roots to Fruits 

Kickoff Series

Tasting Our Shared Fruiture

    Saturday, July 23, 2011

Fallen Fruit, An Apple & 
Pear Tasting Fair

    Saturday, October 8, 2011

Tree Adoption Fair

    January 2012

WORKSHOPS

Roots to Fruits will be 

offering a variety of free tree care 

workshops throughout the day. 

Consult schedule of events for 

complete list of speakers and 

workshops.

DATA MAPPING

Another layer of the July  23 

event is the collective building of 

our knowledge base, through 

decentralized gathering and 

mapping of data, that seeks to 

identify which fruits do best in 

our varied microclimates.

A SHARED “FRUITURE”

The challenge for the urban 

dweller has been and continues 

to be, how do we maximize the 

functionality of a small space?  

San Francisco is the most 

densely  populated city west of 

the Mississippi and Roots to 

Fruits is proud to lead the 

charge for environmentally 

sensible practices in small 

spaces. 

GROW YOUR OWN TREE

As our planet’s resources become 

more scarce, it is now ever more 

important to grow our own food 

supply. As author Wendell Berry 

wrote, [Growing our own food] 

will force us to reconsider the 

meaning of health, and help us 

see that our health and the health 

o f o u r c o m m u n i t i e s a r e 

inextricably tied to one another.”

"We're launching a dynamic 

event series here in our city. 

We’re honoring all fruit lovers— 

from the backyard farmer, to 

foodies, to kids of all ages, which 

we hope will inspire people to 

grow more fresh food as locally 

as possible. This is critical to our 

food security,” said Tori Jacobs. 

ROOTS TO FRUITS

Tasting our Shared 

Fruiture

The School Farm 
at School of the Arts #SOTA$

555 Portola Drive  Map

Saturday, July 23
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Highlights !

Special Keynote Speaker: 

Pam Peirce, Author of the 
acclaimed, Golden Gate Gardening 

Special Guest Speaker::

John Preece, Ph.D.   

Lead Researcher, National Clonal 
Germplasm Repository

Plus Tasting Orchard, Pies, 
Contests, Outdoor Kitchen & 
Backyard Showcase Garden

All Media Inquiries

rootstofruitssf@gmail.com
415.625.3476
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